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Abstract:

According to the report to the 19th CPC National Congress, socialism with
Chinese characteristics entered a new era with the specified strategical task
of building China into a great modern socialist country that is prosperous,
strong, democratic, culturally advanced, harmonious and beautiful. The report
also stressed that building an ecological civilization is vital to sustaining the
Chinese nation’s development. Against such a backdrop, it is necessary to
analyze the “building of an ecological civilization” from three directions,
i.e. satisfying people’s requirement for a better life, fulfilling the goal of the
Beautiful China Initiative and taking the lead in global ecological governance.
This is an inevitable requirement for the advancement of the harmonious
coexistence between man and nature and at the same time corresponds to the
internal demand for the implementation of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era.
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A

lthough its importance may not be constantly noticed, there is no alternative to the eco-environment
for mankind cannot live without it. On October 18, 2017 General Secretary Xi Jinping made it clear
in his report to the 19th CPC National Congress that as socialism with Chinese characteristics entered the new
era, China must advance the building of an ecological civilization and accelerate the reforms in the system
accomplishing this task. The plan for building an ecological civilization in the new era has further deepened
relevant existing theories and proposed new measures through practice, highlighting China’s scientific
decision and firm determination to vigorously advance the building of an ecological civilization in the new
era. Ecological conservation boosts the development of a civilization, while ecological damage induces the
decline of a civilization. The devotion of serious energy to ecological conservation can satisfy the Chinese
people’s imperative needs for a better life, correspond to the internal demand for achieving the goal of the
Beautiful China Initiative, and echo the inevitable call for leading global ecological governance.

1. Satisfying people’s needs for a better life: The individual perspective for the
advancement of building an ecological civilization
From individuals’ perspective, the advancement of building an ecological civilization to satisfy people’s
imperative needs for a better life is to meet the Chinese people’s actual needs and realize the harmonious
coexistence between man and nature.
Building an ecological civilization in the new era should focus on satisfying people’s needs for a
beautiful eco-environment. In November 2012, Xi Jinping proposed, “Our goal is to help our people realize
their aspirations for a better life.”① Over the past five years, the Chinese government remain true to our
original aspiration and keep our mission firmly in mind, making historic achievements in reform, opening
up, and socialist modernization. There has been a significant improvement in the Chinese people’s material
production and life. However, human and economic development should not be restricted to material growth
and a technological revolution. Rather, the well-being of individuals, society and the environment must also
be taken into consideration.② Also, over the past five years, the Chinese people have gradually shifted their
life needs from “ensuring people’s basic needs” to “ensuring environmental conservation,” from “striving
for survival” to “striving for eco-sustainability.” For people who are pursuing a better life, a good ecoenvironment and quality eco-products are in urgent need. More recently, however, there is a severe imbalance
between the pursuit of “material assets” and “lucid waters and lush mountains.” The effect of Kuznets curve
(also known as the inverted U curve) is increasingly highlighted in China. As the Chinese economy grows,
its environmental pollution increases. According to the China Environmental Status Bulletin 2016, 338 cities
in China suffered “severe air pollution” for a total of 2,464 days and “serious air pollution” for a total of 784
days; the reduction of acid rain was far from optimistic, with sulfuric acid rainfall being the primary type.
Acid rainfall is most severe in regions to the south of the Yangtze River and regions to the east of the YunnanGuizhou Plateau. In terms of fresh water pollution, the Haihe River Basin suffered the most. The sea area
with type-1 sea water quality standard did not contribute a sufficient proportion. In particular, the Yangtze

① Xi, 2012, November 16
② Duchrow, 2002
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Estuary, the Hangzhou Bay and the Minjiang Estuary had the poorest water quality, although water quality in
other regions was not much better. The agricultural acreage approached closer to the “ecological red-line” of
1.8 billion mu (296,526,458.7606 acres). Overall, the restraint of soil erosion, land desertification and grassland
degradation proved to be effective, although these challenges remained serious. The environment of natural
resources was under increasingly tight restrictions. There was a higher dependence of the import of important
energy resources such as fossil fuels.① The eco-environmental issue, resulting from an extensive development
expansion, has seriously affected the production conditions and life quality of the Chinese people and raised
deep concerns among the public. At the 19th CPC National Congress, it was stressed that the CPC must devote
serious energy to ecological conservation, improve people’s living environments and prevent ecological issues
from doing harm to people’s life quality and livelihoods. In other words, a good ecological environment is
arguably the most direct, most effective and most feasible approach to satisfying people’s ever-growing needs
for a better life. The CPC should enhance the Chinese people’s senses of satisfaction, happiness and security
by creating a favorable ecological environment featuring blue sky, green land and lucid waters. This is in line
with the Chinese people’s well-being in the new era.
The advancement of building an ecological civilization in the new era is to adapt to the actual needs of
people-centered development. The vision of people-centered development has been reiterated in the report to
the 19th CPC National Congress. It was particularly pointed out that the original aspiration and the mission
of Chinese Communists are to seek happiness for the Chinese people and rejuvenation for the Chinese nation
and that the CPC has always maintained the Chinese people’s principal position in the country. Serving
people wholeheartedly is the fundamental purpose of the CPC. The aspirations of the people to live a better
life must always be the focus of the efforts of all CPC members and people of all ethnic groups of the country.
Building an ecological civilization can significantly contribute to the increase of people’s well-being, help
create a better life for people, and therefore embody the common aspiration of the Chinese people. A good
ecological environment, characterized by blue sky, white clouds, lucid waters and lush mountains, is the
basis for the continuation and development of the Chinese people and reflects the general public’s simple
and unadorned primary understanding of ecological civilization. Environmental issues concern people’s
livelihood; lush mountains, blue sky and favorable ecology are essential to the improvement of people’s
living standards, happiness and level of civility. To build an ecological civilization, it is imperative to target
issues that most concern ordinary people’s interests, benefit the general public in all aspects of production
and life with ecological achievements, and transform ecological environments to a public product featuring
top security, reliability and quality. In the report to the 19th CPC National Congress, priorities were given
to new measures of the structural reform of ecological conservation in the new era. These new measures
bring new requirements in the development and utilization of national land space, the improvement of main
functional areas, the implementation of ecological restoration, the optimization of ecological security barriers,
etc. Ecological conservation in the new era should be given higher objectives, stricter requirements, higher
degrees of emphasis and sounder measures. People are the makers of history. The Chinese people are united
to form the fundamental force that determines the future and destiny of the CPC and the PRC. To resolutely
safeguard the fundamental interests of the Chinese people and unswervingly improve their production and
① Ministry of Ecology and Environment of the PRC, 2017, May 31
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living conditions, the CPC should regard ecological conservation as a critical step towards satisfying people’s
needs for a better life and work hard to fulfill General Secretary Xi Jinping’s solemn promise to the Chinese
people. In order to advance the building of an ecological civilization, China has issued a series of important
documents, including the Opinions of the CPC Central Committee and the State Council on Accelerating
Ecological Civilization Construction and the Integrated Reform Plan for Promoting Ecological Progress,
further specifying the tasks and roadmap for the reform of the ecological civilization system, implementing
the strictest system of ecological conservation, and initiating an all-round systematic “green revolution.”
Thanks to this, many long-term challenges have been tackled and many unfinished major events have been
completed. With socialism with Chinese characteristics entering the new era, the CPC Central Committee,
under the leadership of General Secretary Xi Jinping, always remain true to our original aspiration and keep
our mission firmly in mind,, holding that ecological conservation is key to ensuring the Chinese people’s wellbeing, complying with public opinion and gaining support from the public. More specifically, seeking public
welfare and improving people’s livelihoods requires people-oriented moves, such as improving drinking water
and air quality, ensuring food safety, improving the ecological level and the “green index,” and regarding
green, circular and low-carbon development an ultimate goal.
The advancement of building an ecological civilization to satisfy people’s needs for a better life is to
realize the harmonious coexistence between man and nature. As specified in the report to the 19th CPC
National Congress, Chinese socialist modernization in the new era features harmonious coexistence between
man and nature. And people today must realize that man and nature belong to a community of shared life,
in which the two are interdependent. The maintenance of this community of shared life requires advocating
harmonious co-existence between man and nature, cultivating a community with a shared future awareness,
adhering to the principle of “conservation and protection first, spontaneous recovery dominant,” creating a
clean and beautiful ecological environment, and developing an eco-friendly way of production and protection
that saves resources and protects the environment. “Nature is the cradle of all things.” Ecological civilization
is a “green guarantee” for people’s pursuit of a better life. People are the product of nature, whose development
is built on the material basis provided by nature. Thus, nature is the source of power that enables human
survival and development. It is of great significance to have a proper and precise understanding of ecology
and realize the co-existence and joint development of man and nature, for that is key to the advancement of the
building of an ecological civilization and the satisfaction of people’s needs for a better life. People and nature
are interdependent and have a shared future. In this sense, protecting the ecological environment is protecting
human life; while damaging the ecological environment is damaging humans’ future. It is not possible for man
to take all from nature and invest nothing into it. Nor can man unlimitedly utilize natural resources without
any conservation. As Engels once argued, “Let us not, however, flatter ourselves overmuch on account of
our human victories over nature. For each such victory nature takes its revenge on us.”① Thus, while taking
resources from nature, humans should also implement an administrative system that prevents ecological
damage at its source and controls relevant channels in a multi-pronged approach to enhance public awareness
of an ecological civilization. The harmonious co-existence of man and nature is a prerequisite for the progress
of human civilization. To put it another way, a prosperous civilization is built on a good relationship between
① Marx & Engels, 2006, p.519

148

│当代社会科学│2 019 年第2 期│

man and nature; while ecological imbalance can only overwhelm the already uneasy ecological environment
and affect people’s quality of life. For this reason, the advancement of building an ecological civilization
should include the following aspects: transforming the existing means of production, living and consumption
in an eco-friendly way; building and implementing the new concept of green development such that “natural
benefits mean economic benefits;” developing a new development model that is green, coordinated and
sustainable; regarding the ecological environment as a constituent part of human life; keeping to an ecological
conservation road characterized by scientific, connotative and green development. It is hoped that through all
these abovementioned efforts, China’s social and economic development will be greener and more sustainable;
its ecological environment will be better; and our man-nature relationships will be more harmonious.

2. Achieving the goal of the Beautiful China Initiative: The national perspective
for the advancement of building an ecological civilization
From the whole nation’s perspective, the advancement of building an ecological civilization requires
“combating air pollution and safeguarding the blue sky,” initiating a nationwide campaign of land afforestation
and tackling water pollution. With the joint efforts of the CPC and the Chinese people, China will develop into
a more beautiful country characterized by blue sky, green land and lucid rivers.
Air quality improvement should be made in the context of ecological conservation. The rapid
advancement of socialist industrialization has triggered excessive increases in the emission of harmful gases,
including exhaust gases from industrial production, means of transportation, household stoves and heating
furnaces. As a result, more and more frequently smog visits Chinese cities and torments residents. According
to the statistics from the 2017 Bulletin of Meteorological and Atmospheric Environment, in 2017 China had
a total of six widespread haze weather processes, nine sand-dust weather processes, an average of 27. 5 smog
days, as well as an average of 75 ug /m3 PM10 and 43 ug /m3 PM2.5; air pollution was particularly severe
in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, the Yangtze River Delta and the Pearl River Delta.① Against such a
backdrop, the CPC Central Committee attached great importance to the tackling of this increasingly severe air
pollution challenge. Since the 18th CPC National Congress, the CPC Central Committee and the State Council
have introduced a series of new ideas, philosophies and measures of air pollution control and prevention. For
example, in 2013 the State Council issued and implemented the Air Pollution Prevention and Control Action
Plan, which marked the official start of China’s campaign against air pollution. According to the Report on
the Work of the Government, the implementation of the “Ten Measures against Air Pollution” has proven to
be quite effective, with annual mean concentration of particulate matters reduced by a minimum of 30%. In
the new era, the CPC has started a new journey with one more new mission, i.e. “winning the battle against
air pollution in an efficient way.” To win the battle against air pollution, China must advance the building of
an ecological civilization, raise relevant standards, rectify relevant requirements, eliminate high-polluting
enterprises, vigorously develop “green” clean energy industries, facilitate pollution-free transformation,
accelerate industrial restructuring, and stimulate green production, green consumption and green operation.
In terms of energy development and utilization, China should adjust its energy development strategy, optimize
① China Meteorological Administration, 2018, February 11
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its energy structure, take the initiative to develop new energy, encourage the application of clean energy, keep
improving fuel quality, reduce the consumption of energy resources, cut air pollutant emissions and promote
an eco-friendly lifestyle. In terms of eco-system improvements, China should make up for its short slab of
green ecology’s legal protections, continue to raise the standards for pollutant emissions, improve the system of
ecological compensation, and implement the system of ecological and environmental damage compensations.
In short, the whole nation of China should be united to prevent and control pollution from its sources, continue
and increase actions to combat air pollution and strive to improve air quality so that the Chinese people can
enjoy a better environment and fresher air with higher quality.
The nationwide campaign of land afforestation is closely related to ecological conservation in the new era.
In recent years, urban building land, with uneven space allocation, has seen an excessive increase; the internal
structure of agriculture has undergone irrational adjustments; economic growth remains intensive with an
irrational industrial structure; besides, the frequent occurrence of natural disasters such as floods and mud-rock
flows has resulted in a sharp decline in cultivated areas. On the other hand, China’s overall soil contamination
is also far from optimistic. Soil quality and usable area have been directly or indirectly affected by the “three
wastes” (waste gas, waste water, industrial residue) produced by industrial activities, accumulated domestic
garbage, as well as chemical fertilizer and pesticide abuse. Human beings’ over-exploitation of natural
resources, along with the over-use of land, has exacerbated a series of eco-environmental risks (desertification,
stony desertification, soil erosion, soil fertility diminution, etc.). According to the statistics of the 2016
China Land and Resources Bulletin, the arable land of China reached 134,956,600 hectares; in 2015 due to a
variety of factors (levied land for construction, natural disasters, ecological cropland-conversion, agricultural
restructuring, etc.), the cultivated area was reduced by 33.65 hectares.① Land is the material basis upon which
humans survive and develop. Land provides the means for production for social and economic development,
and forms indispensable conditions for human activities. The Beautiful China Initiative is characterized
by three features, namely, blue sky, green land and lucid waters, each of which is equally important for the
Chinese people. When talking about the importance of land resources, Xi Jinping held that water and land
concerned the future of mankind, which is closely related to the future of nature. Compared with air and water
pollution control, soil contamination control has a longer and tougher way to go. China has attached great
importance to the sustainable development of natural and ecological resources. It has rectified the Regulations
on Conversion of Farmland to Forests and also implemented the Action plan for the Prevention and Control of
Soil Pollution, its first framework document on soil contamination control and prevention. Moreover, in order
to fully implement plans for the control of soil contamination and desertification, a nationwide campaign of
land afforestation has been initiated. In the new era, to continue the nationwide campaign of land afforestation
and eventually successfully complete this task, China must strengthen its efforts in afforestation, strive
to improve insufficient ecological conservation and guarantee, actively build a land barrier for ecological
security, facilitate the green development of national land space, advance the “Beautiful Village” greening
project, and increase the supply of quality ecological products. Meanwhile, it should also keep implementing
its policies of “ecological red-line,” “arable land red-line” and “urban development red-line,” deepen the pilot
reform of the national park system, enhance ecological conservation, increase forest tending areas, transform
① Meng, 2017, May 4
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ecological dominance to a development edge, increase economic benefits with ecological benefits, build
more forest eco-parks and forge idyllic complexes so as to truly turn “lucid waters and lush mountains” into
“invaluable assets.” Building an ecological civilization and carrying out nationwide land afforestation means
the practice of the idea of green development and ensures the realization of the Beautiful China objectives.
Comprehensive ecological improvement relies on the full advancement of building an ecological
civilization. At present, accelerating the prevention and control of water pollution is a top priority for the
advancement of the Beautiful China Initiative and is also a major program for mankind to realize sustainable
development. China is a country with a huge population but insufficient water resources. China’s water area of
rivers and lakes is on the decline and its ecological functions are degrading, which should be attributed to the
following human and non-human factors: imbalanced spatial-temporal distribution of water resources, improper
layout of land and water resources, weak awareness of water resource recycling, severe vegetation deterioration,
severe soil erosion, excessive development but scant protection of rivers and lakes, temporary relief without
touching upon the essence, river-course occupation, lake reclamation, illegal sand extraction, etc. Compared
with water resource waste and shortages, water resource pollution is an even bigger concern. According to the
2016 China Water Resources Bulletin, the water quality test of some 235,000km2 area of rivers revealed that
rivers with lower-than-V grade water quality accounted for 9.8%; the water quality test of 118 lakes revealed
that there were 69 lakes with IV-V grade water quality (58.5%); 21 lakes with lower-than-V grade water quality
(17.8%); the monitoring and evaluation of 544 key provincial section waters revealed that section waters with
lower-than-V grade water quality accounted for 17. 1%.① Such water quality degradation should be primarily
attributed to the excessive discharge of industrial effluent, urban sewage, sewage from agricultural processing,
waste water with dissolved solids, etc. Water is a material prerequisite for the existence of all living things on
earth, including mankind. It is also a necessary condition for the sustainable development of society and the
economy, and a fundamental factor to the realization of the Chinese Dream. As Rachel Carson argued in Silent
Spring, “Water, soil and the earth’s green mantle of plants make up the world that supports the animal life of
the earth.”② Rivers and lakes are the essential sources of water on earth and therefore are an important part of
China’s ecological system and national land space. They are irreplaceable in terms of resources, ecological and
economic functions. The protection of rivers and lakes concerns the sustainable development of the Chinese
nation. In the new era, China should strive to tackle water supply shortages; prevent and control pollutant
emissions and discharges in an effective way; avoid the scenario of “The sedge has withered from the lake” as
depicted in Silent Spring. To this end, China must follow the principle of “water conservation, spatial balance,
systematic governance, two-pronged approach,” adhere to the guideline of being “secure, clean and healthy,”
implement relevant policies and regulations (the Opinion on Comprehensively Promoting the River Chief
System; the Guiding Opinion on Promoting the Lake Chief System; the Water Pollution Control Action Plan,
i.e. the Ten Measures against Air Pollution; etc.), and by all possible means to prevent and control discharge
of sewage, including industrial effluent, urban sewage, and rural and agricultural sewage. China should fully
implement the river chief system and lake chief system and promote the comprehensive governance of river and
lake environments. It should also strive to reform and improve the system of eco-environmental management,

① Ministry of Water Resources of the PRC, 2017, March 12
② Carson, 1997, p.53
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promote the system of compensation for eco-environmental damage, implement a lifelong accountability
system for lake eco-environmental damage, and curb black and odorous lakes and their inflowing waters to
prevent polluted water from running into the sea. With building an ecological civilization being the guiding
principle, China should make more efforts to improve its eco-environment; keep improving ecological
efficiency; re-creating a beautiful environment with smoothly running rivers, clear rivers, lush riverbanks and
enchanting scenery; and continue to improve and enrich people’s livelihood.

3. Taking the lead in global ecological governance: The human perspective for
the advancement of building an ecological civilization
From the entire mankind’s perspective, the advancement of building an ecological civilization in the new
era should follow the new global ecological governance idea (achieving shared growth through discussion and
collaboration) and build a community with a shared future for mankind.
The advancement of building an ecological civilization in the new era has specified the fundamental
issue of “who practices” global ecological governance. The quality of the ecological environment directly
determines the state of human existence and life quality. While trying all means to accumulate capital,
humans have overlooked ecological carrying capacity, resulting in increasingly severe global ecological
problems such as climate change, ozone depletion, land desertification and energy shortages. Under such
circumstances, global ecological governance has become an international concern. Regarding the causes of
this ecological crisis, Karl Marx believed global ecological crisis to be capitalism’s form of existence; capitalist
modes of production damage the substance metabolism between man and nature and therefore is the root of
capitalist crisis.① John Bellamy Foster, based on the concept of disaster capitalism, held that the root cause
of ecological crisis is over-accumulation of capital, which means “the accumulation of capital is at the same
time accumulation of catastrophe.” According to Foster, ecological crisis hinders human development and will
deprive humans of the right of survival; capital logic gives rise to poverty both economically and ecologically.②
Ecological crisis intensifies with the spread of financial crisis, transcending time and space to develop into a
global issue from a regional one. Consequently, the first step to tackle the global ecological crisis is to specify
“who practices it.” In other words, all parties concerned should reach a consensus on interests and values
and follow the same rules and order to regulate their own behaviors. Only in this way can they take effective
actions of global governance. Yet, there is still asymmetry between the traditional model of global political
governance and the pressing concerns of global ecological deterioration, a lack of effective supervision of
multinational corporations’ ecological responsibility, and differences in ecological consciousnesses among
countries and regions. These have all attributed to the “owner absence” in global ecological governance.③
Against such a backdrop, China now strives to promote the global governance concept of achieving shared
growth through discussion and collaboration. That is to say, with the practice of democracy in international
relations being the goal, China should carry out equal exchanges with other countries, be it big or small, rich
or poor, strong or weak; take the initiative to advocate the UN’s role in international communications and
① Wang, 2013
② Wang,2014
③ Zhu & Zhang,2014
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work with other developing countries to secure more say in international affairs. Ecological interests concern
the interests of all countries and regions, for which global ecological consensus should be reached through
communications and consultation. Global ecological governance should by no means be under the hegemony
of a certain country or region. China’s global governance model reflects its idea of universal harmony and well
demonstrates its opposition to unilateralism and power politics and its practice of democracy in international
relations. Thus, the advancement of building an ecological civilization offers an approach to global ecological
governance, helps to achieve the objective of joint progress in economic development and environmental
conservation, specifies the global subject of ecological governance, and builds a community of shared ecology.
The advancement of building an ecological civilization in the new era includes the real issue of “how
to practice” global ecological governance, which, after the call for a consensus, is key to global ecological
governance. History has proven that irrational “humanized nature” is a major barrier to the human pursuit of
sustainable development, a serene and peaceful life and universal harmony. In order to break such a barrier,
China must advance the building of an ecological civilization, advocate collaboration in global ecological
governance and take feasible moves toward ecological governance. On the other hand, the advancement of
building an ecological civilization is part of a more representative system of global ecological governance.
Over the past four decades of Reform and Opening-up, China, with a large population and a huge economy,
has been faced with increasingly severe challenges in resource supply and environmental conservation.
This has exerted a negative impact on China’s comprehensive, coordinated and sustainable development,
affected global development and created significant spillover. China’s troubles trouble the world, while global
ecological governance cannot be done without the participation of China. As General Secretary Xi Jinping
has reiterated, “The world is too big, and challenges are too many to go without the voice from China being
heard, without solution ideas from China being shared, without the involvement of China being needed.”①
For a long time, China has made relentless efforts to advance its building of an ecological civilization and
develop the so-called “four beams and eight columns” system for ecological conservation. More specifically,
it has enacted China’s 21st Century Agenda: White Paper on Population, Environment and Development and
Program of Action for China’s Sustainable Development in the Early 21st Century. Meanwhile, China has also
unswervingly practiced the new development ideals of being low-carbon, green and recyclable; implemented
development guidelines for “prioritizing conservation & protection and relying on natural spontaneous
recovery;” introduced the strictest possible system of eco-environmental conservation; advocated an ecofriendly and low-carbon way of production and living; integrated ecological civilization building into the
Five-sphere Integrated Plan, the Four-pronged Comprehensive Strategy and the modern socialist country
construction; developed a sound and complete theoretic system and strategic framework for ecological
civilization; sought ecological progress within the framework of socialism with Chinese characteristics. On
the other hand, the advancement of building an ecological civilization corresponds with a more open-style
approach to global ecological governance. Conforming to the new trend of global development, China actively
participates in global ecological governance and takes the lead in international cooperation in combating
global climate change. It has conscientiously implemented the Rome Declaration, the Kyoto Protocol and the
Paris Agreement; smoothly advanced the Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda; released economic
① People’s Daily, 2016, January 1
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and ecological dividends to developing and developed countries alike; set a good example for other players
in global ecological governance. This is in line with Daniel A Coleman’s governance philosophy of “global
responsibility.” While focusing on domestic environmental pollution, China also cares about environmental
pollution in other regions and, with a sense of “global responsibility,” releases economic and ecological
dividends to people in the Third World.① The advancement of building an ecological civilization helps
to navigate the collaborated global ecological governance of all people; creates favorable conditions for
combating environmental issues (global warming, ecological deterioration, etc.) and forges a community with
a shared future for mankind. This cause is therefore conducive to the building of a beautiful environment with
blue sky, white clouds, green land and lucid waters.
The advancement of building an ecological civilization in the new era explains “for whom to practice”
global ecological governance. This “for whom to practice” echoes the call for “achieving shared growth through
collaborated governance” and highlights the profound significance of ecological conservation in the new era.
The advancement of building an ecological civilization is not just to satisfy the Chinese people’s needs for a
better life and realize the beautiful Chinese Dream. More importantly, this cause, transcending individual and
national dimensions, aims to raise mankind to a new height. That is to say, a community with a shared future
for mankind should be the ultimate goal of global ecological governance and should be created to safeguard the
common interests of mankind. Only by doing so can the global ecological challenge be permanently tackled
and governance failure be avoided, and can a fair, inclusive and open system and order of global ecological
governance eventually be established. As mentioned by General Secretary Xi Jinping in the report to the 19th
CPC National Congress, “The future of the world rests in the hands of the people of all countries; the future of
mankind hinges on the choices they make.”② The global landscape keeps changing and adjusting with time.
The world is no longer the arena for hostile players. Instead, it is now developing into a community with a
shared future that “engages us all.” The shaping of ecological conservation values is the cultural foundation
for the advancement of building an ecological civilization, the theoretic basis for building a community with
a shared future for mankind and the intellectual impetus for the practice of global ecological governance. The
traditional ecological concept of “inexhaustible supply of natural resources” should be replaced with ecological
conservation, which provides a brand new perspective by which to understand the relationships between man
and nature and transform people’s ways of production and living. China should overcome capital logic’s antinaturalness and stress physiology, advance the building of an ecological civilization and participate in creating
a global ecological system characterized by green development. These moves are in line with the theme of our
time, namely, creating an international environment for green development and building a green homeland
for mankind. Meanwhile, they are also based on the practical requirements of safeguarding global ecological
security and building a community with a shared future for mankind. According to Karl Marx’s understanding
of the sustainable development of man and nature, humans are only the possessor and beneficiary of nature,
not the owner of nature.③ The improvement of “humanized nature” is a prerequisite for sustainable human
development and it requires the “emancipation” of nature and individuals. Thus, the new concept of ecological
governance, i.e. the advancement of building an ecological civilization in the new era, transcends national
① Coleman, 2006
② Xi, 2017
③ Marx & Engels, 1974, p878
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boundaries and ideological differences, and facilitates the integration of traditional cultures, thoughts & ideas
and behavioral styles among countries. It is a theoretical extension of China’s “major country diplomacy
with Chinese characteristics” and is also an inevitable approach to the practice of democracy in international
relations and the integration of all humans into one community.
In conclusion, “every culture has its unique beauty; precious is to appreciate the beauty of other cultures
with openness; if a culture represents itself with diversity and integrity, the world will be blessed with
harmony and unity.”① The building of an ecological civilization is a grand vision that concerns the happiness
of Chinese people, the beautiful environment of China and harmony of the entire world. The advancement of
building an ecological civilization in the new era can satisfy people’s need for a better life, achieve the goal of
the Beautiful China Initiative and enable global ecological progress.
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